"'TE WIS H
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

of SOUTH CAROLINA

WINTER 2006  VOLUME XI - NUMBER 1

.bhl""b'ﬁ-l:h'!l Llr_ﬂ_r -La.-u.ﬁn.l'1|:‘|pr
5 T, 1.1.-\.;-\...14.-_*

Brn W s

1»1..-«..1..‘-'-'- 'E""\.-m.-\.q.l-l—\_-

-wam’.f‘.mﬂi ol =~ ||r-.~" i
I-"‘hq.a.:,.% P S, -_.._'—I"'+ uﬂ. w
'|.:t|"'|"r;-:h- > L'ﬁ.,_ﬁ_h
§ S f'_.mm ‘wallaons
1."'-1-!.1.. AL S
Bl “{:‘ %_La

) Vet )

From the Presidents: Bernard Warshaw and Belinda Gergel
NCJW Celebrates 100" Anniversary

Mystery of Sumter’s Temple Sinai

JHSSC meets in Sumter and Columbia: March 3-5, 2006
Flight or Captivity: Four Teenagers under Nazi Rule
Spotlight on Jewish History and Culture

Scholars’ Conference in Charleston: June 5-7, 2006

Books of Interest

News Notes

Center for Southern Jewish Culture

Our Pillars, Our Strength




On the cover:

Charter Members of the
National Council of Jewish
Women, Charleston Section,
1906. From NCJW
scrapbook compiled by Irma
Furchgott Blank in 1958.
Jewish Heritage Collection,
College of Charleston
Library (JHC).

PAGE 2 JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

From the Presidents

Bernard Warshaw

You will never know how much | have enjoyed being your president for the past two years.
When electing me to this position, you added a great deal of pleasure to my life, and | want to
thank you all. We have had many successes in these years, and we will be remembered for them.

Our October 2004 three-day joint meeting with the Southern Jewish Historical Society brought
together Charleston’s three synagogues to help accomplish our goals for harmony. The weekend
concluded with afabulous Celebration of Diversity at Marion Square. A major work in progressis
our Cemetery Project, aimed at documenting Jewish burial sites across the state. Our most capable
chairman, Stanley Farbstein, heads the project, assisted by a committee of hardworking and
efficient volunteers.

When | took office, my goal wasto establish a statewide grassroots program so that the Jews
of South Carolina could come to know one another. We have accomplished this thus far by having
meetings and cel ebrationsin Georgetown, Spartanburg/Greenville, Beaufort, and Columbia, where
we awarded the JHSSC Artsand Cultural Achievement Award to Dr. Selden Smith, chairman of the
South Carolina Council on the Holocaust.

The Society will now bein the hands of Dr. Belinda Gergel of Columbiaand her slate of
officers and board. With tremendous respect and admiration for Dr. Martin Perlmutter and Ms. Enid
| del sohn, without whom | could not have accomplished my goals—I give them agreat big thank

Sincerely,

s e

Belinda Gergel

What an honor to serve as your president and to follow in the footsteps of such outstanding
leaders as Bernard Warshaw, Jeffrey Rosenblum, Robert Rosen, Klyde Robinson, Richard Gergel,
and Founding President Isadore Lourie.

The Historical Society, now in its second decade, has had aremarkable record of
achievement. In ten short yearsit has helped create an archives of significant historic artifacts
and documents pertaining to Jewish life in the South; mounted a major exhibition that toured
nationally for two years; supported the publication of research on South Carolina’s Jewish
history; and served as a powerful network linking members.

Our challenge now isto build on these successes and to define our mission and goals for the
next decade. | see on the horizon several critical issues that require attention, including the
preservation of artifacts and historic structures, particularly in small townswith declining Jewish
populations; the documentation of Jewish cemeteries; and the designation by historic markers of
places of significance to the Jewish experience in South Carolina. | am also excited about the
College of Charleston’snew initiativein creating a Center for Southern Jewish Culture, which will
complement and enhance our ongoing efforts to preserve our special history and educate the
public.

The key to our future success will be the active participation of membersin every community
inthe state. Pleasejoin usin thiseffort and help us build a vibrant program and organization. |
welcome your ideas and suggestions and look forward to seeing you at the next regional meeting
in Sumter and Columbiaon March 3-4.

Sincerely,
]
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NCJW Celebrates 100" Anniversary

TheNational Council of Jewish Women, Charleston  clothes, toys, and booksto Israel, and co-sponsored the
Section, isonehundred yearsold! Comecelebratethe  first community Health Fair in 1980.

achievementsand contributionsof thisremarkablegroup The Council’sphilanthropic efforts continue. NCIW
of women at the Dock Street Theatre, Sunday, provides school suppliesto low-incomeschools, lunchesfor
February 26, at 3:00 p.m. TheNCIJW isanall- seniors, food preparation at CrisisMinistries Soup Kitchen,

volunteer organization that has been serving peoplein toysandtoiletriesfor abused women and their children, and
the Charleston community and around theworldfor 100  programsand advocacy onissuesrelated to women,

years. Inspired by Jewish values, the NCIW works children, and families. For tenyears, it has sponsored and
through programs of education, advocacy, and facilitated an interactive program for middle-school
community servicetoimprovethelivesof women, students, Hello I sradl.

children, and families, and strivesto ensureindividual President of the Charleston Council Faye Seigel speaks
rightsand freedomsfor all. with pride about thewomen who camebeforeher: “The

Founded in 1906, the Charleston Sectionisoneof ~ passionatewomenwho haveunselfishly served The
the oldest NCJW groupsin the country, withover 200  Charleston Section of theNational Council of Jewish
current members. Fromitsfirst project of sendingaidto  \Womenfor 100 yearshaveleft arich heritageand a
victimsof San Francisco’searthquake, theNCIW has ~ permanentimprint onthousandsof livesin thiscommunity. It

been committed to community service and touched isalegacy wecanall beproud of " _ _
virtudly every ingtitutionin Charleston. Counil In honor of thgt heritage, NCIW 'sanniversary wi I
membersthrew themsevesinto home-front efforts feature proclamationsfrom Mayor Joseph P. Riley, J., and

during World Wear I1; they made bandagesfor theRed  theCouncil’snational president, Phyllis Snyder, aswell asa
Cross, provided recreational outingsand hospitality for ~ Video retrospective, recognition of past presidents, and a

thesoldiers, developed aninformation bureau for musical program of Broadway songs performed by singer
servicemen and women, and their families, sold war and actress, Gail Nelson. A champagne reception for major
bonds, and taught English to new immigrants. NCIW donorswill be held at the East Battery home of Mr. and
volunteers provided screening for diabetesand Tay- Mrs. Morton Needleprior to theevent. The Jerry and Anita

Sachs, and hearing and visiontestsfor childreninthe Zucker Foundation, Inc., and Arnold and Diane Goodstein

schools. They worked at thedialysisclinic, volunteered  havegeneroudy underwrittenthegalaevening. Ticketsare
for the Pap Mobile and Head Start programs, available at the Dock Street Theatrefor $50.00 per person.

sponsored aworkshop on“Youthin Trouble,” sent

L

For further information about the
donor reception or Dock Street
event, or about sponsorshipsfor the
commemorative book, pleasecall
Faye Seigel at 843.795.5157.

The NCJW organized a Ship-A-Box
program which sent toys, bicycles,
and carpentry tools to children in
Jewish communities overseas. From
NCJW scrapbook, JHC.
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Mystery ot Temple Sinai

Adapted from an article by Eddie Litaker, staff writer, in The Item, June 12, 2005

Temple Snai was placed on the National Registry of
Historic Stes in 1999.

Hometo Sumter’sReform Jewish congregation,
TempleSinal isarchitecturdly sunning—amassve
brick building with M oorish detail s, castellated towers
featuring domed roofs, and elevenlarge stained glass
windows. Itsarchitectura significancelandedit onthe
National Register of Historic Placesin 1999. But who
exactly wasthearchitect? Despite the efforts of
KatherineHarrison, director of the Sumter County
Museum, and Robert Moses, Temple Sinal’ shistorian,
theidentity of the Templ€ sdesigner remainsamystery.

Sumter’sfirst Jewish citizenscamefrom Charleston
about 1815. These early settlerswere of Sephardic
background, whose ancestorshad fled persecutionin
Spain. Asoppression spread in Germany, Poland, and
then Russia, immigrantsfrom these countriesalso
settled in South Carolinaand the Sumter community.

Thecurrent Templewasbuiltin 1913, atangible
symbol of thereligiouscommitment of Sumter’sJewish
population. German artisanswereenlisted to build the
ten large stained glasswindowsthat adorn thetemple.
Theedeventh, acircular window abovethe entrance
depicting Solomon, wasbuiltinAtlanta. Thesetall,
impressivewindowsflood thetemplewith afternoon
light, asthe sun shinesthrough depictionssuch as
Abraham and | saac, Moseswith the Ten
Commandments, and David playing theharp. In 1982,
thewindowswere covered with protective mesh onthe

outside, but they till cast aluminouslight over theinterior
of theTemple.

Despitethearchitectural significanceof theTemple, its
creator remainsunknown. Harrison and M osestill hold
out hopethat the architect may be discovered. When
recordsof the Templewere copied for historic
preservation and granted to the Sumter County Museum,
the copyist neglected to turn over acrucial postcard
addressed to the architect, which would haverevealed the
architect’sname. If the card isfound, thenthe mystery of
Temple Sinai’sarchitect will besolved.

Thishigtoricaly sgnificant building isatestament tothe
long-standing presence and strength of the Jewish
community of Sumter. Visitorsto the Templewill be
impressed withitssolidity, theeffort and expenseinvolved
inshipping thelargewindowsfrom Germany, its
architectura grandeur, and not least themystery of its

provenance.
o~

My America: Art from The Jewish
Museum Collection, 1900-1955

Organized by The Jewish
Museum (New York, NY),
thisexhibitionisonview at
the ColumbiaM useum of
Art through May 7, 2006.
Theexhibit focusesonthe
first haf of the 20" century,
aperiod of great social
turmoil duringwhich Jewish
artistsplayed amagjor rolein
shapingAmericanart. My
Raphael Soyer (1899- Americaexploreseclectic
1987), Dancing Lesson, stylesand subjectsand
1926. Estate of Raphael includesover 70 works—
Soyer. Courtesy of Forum  paintings, sculpture,
Gallery, NYC. photographs, and workson
paper.

A guided tour of theexhibit will conclude JHSSC's
Sumter/Columbiaweekend. Pleasejoinusfor this
extraordinary opportunity.
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JHSSC Meets in
Sumter & Columbia
March 3-5, 2006

o =

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, March 39at TempleSinai in Sumter
¢ 8:00 pm-Services. Rabbi RobertA. Seigel
Oneg (refreshments) follow. All arewelcome.

Saturday, March 4" at the Sumter County Museum

¢ 10:00 am-“Why We Must Preserve South
CardlinasJewish History,” Dr. BelindaF. Gergd,
JHSSC President

¢ 10:15 am - Introductions, Bernard Warshaw,
JHSSC Past President

¢ 10:20 am-"“Small Town Jews. A Legacy of
Leadershipin South Carolina,” Richard Mark
Gergd, Senior Partner, Gergel, Nickles, and
Solomon Law Firm, Columbia

¢ 11:15 am - “Jewish Confederates/Sumter
Confederates,” Robert N. Rosen, author of
A Short History of Charleston and The Jewish
Confederates, and Partner, Rosen Law Firm,
Charleston

¢ 12:00 pm - Commentsand Questions, Dr. Hyman S,
Rubin, Associate Professor of History, Columbia
College

¢ 12:30 pm - Luncheonwith musicby The Southern
Klezmer Group

Saturday Afternoon at Temple Sinai

¢ 2:00pm-“TheWindowsof TempleSinai,” RobertA.

Moses

¢ 2:30 pm-Performance by Koleinu (Our Voices),
The Choir of Kaha Kadosh Beth Elohim,
Charleston
Refreshmentsfollow the performance.

Sunday, M ar ch 5" at the Columbia M useum of Art

¢ 9:00am-JHSSC Board Meeting

¢ 10:30am-Guidedtour of “My America: Art fromthe
Jawish Museum Collection, 1900-1955”

JHSSC Meeting
Sumter & Columbia, South Carolina

March 3-5, 2006
NAME(S)

ADDRESS

PHONE

E-MAIL

CITY

STATE ZIP

The cost for this weekend is $20 per person

not including hotel accommodations.
Total Amount Enclosed $

Returnformto:
JHSSC / Jewish Sudies Program
96 Wentworth Sreet
Charleston, SC 29424

SUMTER HOTEL INFORMATION
Fairfield Inn
2390 Broad Street
Sumter, SC 29150
Phone: 803.469.2222
or 800.426.7866
RATE: $60/night
Special rateavailableuntil February 20, 2006
You must makeyour own reservations

(request aroominthe
“ Jewish Heritage Weekend room block.”)

COLUMBIA HOTEL INFORMATION
The Whitney Hotel
700 Woodrow Street
Columbia, SC 29205
Phone: 803.252.0845
or 800.637.4008
RATE: $104/night
Special rateavailableuntil February 20, 2006
You must makeyour own reservations

(request aroominthe*® Jewish Historical
Society of South Carolinaroom block.”)




Flight or Captivity: Four Teenagers

by Karen Tannenbaum, Field Researcher, Holocaust Archives Project

| t was morning on November 9, 1938, the day A gain on November 9, 1938, in Vienna, 17-year-old
preceding thenight history knowsasKristalnacht,or - Walter Kornfeld had an afternoon dentist appointment. His
“theNight of Broken Glass.”* Max Freilich, age 14, parentswaited in an anteroom. Warned by another patient
washidingintheLeipzigtrainstationtoavoidattack by of bedlam inthestreets, thefamily left thedental officeand
mobsroaming the streets camly settledinat anearby
looking for Jewishmenand Germany. Austria. France. Poland. Four caféknown to befrequented

boys. Hehad arrived onthe
early trainfromAltenburgto
attendtheZionist ORT

countries. Four teenagers. Each one caught Py theGestapo. Thecafé
up in the events of the Holocaust. Three \évasr;(gollauw tzzt da)’l- ghi
were Jewish, onewas not. Three survived: ~ Lornedsstayeduntil dark,

School, where his parentshad ) . drinking coffeeand readin
enrolled him after public onedid _not. Each hasaSogth Ca_rolma newspa%ersThmthey J
schoolsinAltenburgwere connection. These are their stories. quickly madetheir way
closed to Jewish children. He home. Walter’sfather
quickly saw it wasn't safeto ventureout of thestation.  Alexander, adecorated World War | veteran, intensified his
So, for morethan 12 hours, hehid alone, inthe effortsto get visasfor thefamily toleaveAustria. Walter, a
station’snumerouscorridors, nooks, and crannies. happy teenager and recent high school graduate, did not
Months|ater, inAugust 1939, hisparentsput him want to leave. Nonetheless, in February 1939, he

aboard oneof thelast Kindertransport trainsto leave preceded hisparentsto America, starting hislifehere
Germany. Henever saw working onachickenfarm

themagain. Intheyears
that followed, Max was
interned by the Britishasa

inNew Jersey. Hisson
TomKornfeld, dsoa
Greenvilleresdent, has

German citizen, served with shared with our research
theCanadianArmyin team hisfamily’sstory,
Germany, and learned that includingamemoair written
hisparentshad perishedin by Walter.

Auschwitz. Inthesummer
of 1945, onleavein
Germany, hetalked hisway
intothespectators gallery

| nAugust 1942, in
Paris, the Gestapo was
staging surpriseround-ups

at theNurembergtrias, the of Jews, men and boysin
only Canadianarmy private particular. Henri Ejbuszyc,
to do so, hereports. He Max Freilich (1), age 14, and Walter Kornfeld (r), age 17, amost 20 yearsold, was
still hashisentry passes managed to avoid arrest by the Nazis on November 9, 1938—  tired of hismother’s

i the day of Kristallnacht. Both Freilich and Kornfeld's son, ; :
g‘egﬂzgg;dzvezl ]?Srr:ﬁée Tom, az;e residents of Greenville, South Carolina. Lvlasr?:k?esrtﬁjzyr;:;?;ors
Collegeof Charleston disappeared two years
library’s Jewish Heritage Collection. Max Freilich has earlier when heand arelativewent to look for asafer place
livedin Greenvillesince 1983 with hiswife, Anita, dso  for thefamily tolive. A friend called and urged Henri to
arefugeefromthe Holocaust. comeout for awhile. Bored, hedipped out of thefamily’s

* All across Germany and Austria, a pogrom was underway—a massive state-sanctioned attack on Jewish shops, homes, and
synagogues. Throughout the day, Nazi SS troops and their sympathizers broke windows of Jewish businesses and houses, burned
and looted synagogues, rounded up and arrested Jews, and sent thousands to concentration camps. The rampage, which intensified
throughout the night, is considered the start of the Holocaust.



under Nazi Rule

Max Freilich in an Aliyah group in Wales in 1939, following his
evacuation from Germany on the Kindertransport.

modest apartment and was soon picked up. From Drancy,
thetransit concentration camp near Pariswhere hewasheld
for afew days, hewroteto hisfamily. “I have some news
that will makeyou sad,” hereported. He was being shipped
to“anunknown destination.” They al knew thismeant
Poland and that hewasunlikely to return. Héléne Diamant,
Henri’ssigter, livedin Greenvillefor 22 yearsbeforemoving
totheBoston areato live near her daughter, the novelist
AnitaDiamant. Héléne hasaudio taped her family’sstory
and hasloaned thearchivesHenri’ sfinal postcard for
photographi c documentation.

Twelve monthsafter Henri wasrounded up, inAugust
1943, Jerzy Gruszczynski, age 17, wasarrested by the
Gestapo in Warsaw. For amost ayear, he had been running
errandsfor the Polish underground inthe city. Although not
Jewish, Jerzy and hisfamily had left Warsaw to avoid Nazi
rule. Hisfather worked on an estatein the countryside
where Jerzy studied English and German—eluctantly—with
two elderly Jawish women who werebeing hiddeninthe
estate mansion. In 1942, Jerzy was back inthecity totakea
radio technician course. Hewas soon working for the
Underground. After hisarrest and interrogation, hewas
deported toAuschwitz asapolitical prisoner. Ironically,
knowing German helped himin severd harrowing Situations.
“A bad dream, anightmare” ishis shorthand description of
lifeinAuschwitz, including hisassigned work of wheeling
cartsof dead bodiesto the crematoria. Jerzy Gruszczynski
and hiswife, Dorothy, livein Mauldin, outside of Greenville.

Jerzy Gruszczynski (1), shown here at age 15, working in the
fields in the Polish countryside. Jerzy was arrested by the
Gestapo when he was 17 and held at Auschwitz as a political
prisoner for more than two years. He lives in Mauldin, South
Carolina.

Four teenage boys. Four perspectivesonthe
Holocaust. Their historiesare preserved in narratives,
photographs, and documentsin the Holocaust Archives,
Jewish Heritage Collection, at the College of
Charleston’sAddlestoneLibrary. If youwouldliketo
learn moreabout theseindividuals, call 843.953.8028
and make an appointment to visit Specia Callections.

Max Freilich (1), 81, and Jerzy Gruszczynski (r), 80, met for
the first time recently in Greenville. Here, they discuss their
experiences as teenagers in Nazi Europe. Photograph by
Karen Tannenbaum. All photos courtesy of JHC.

L
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Coming to Charleston in June:

Spotlight on Jewish History & Culture

A World of Jewish Culture at Piccolo Spoleto

I"':] reehngs from For the ninth consecutiveyear, the College of Charleston’s Jewish
StudiesProgram and the City of Charleston’s Officeof Cultural Affairs
aresponsoring “ A World of Jewish Culture” at Piccolo Spoleto. The
2006 program has been greatly expanded and scheduled aweek later
than usud, to coincide with the opening of the Biennial Scholars
Conference on American Jewish History (see below). Beginning after
Shavuot and concluding on Monday night, specia eventstentatively
indude:

. l:r'-l_!'l"||
CARDLINA

» ascreening of thelsradli film Ushpizinin the classicAmerican Theater on
King Street

e apreview of Terezin, asoon-to-be-rel eased production with music by
Charleston native Jod Derfner

* aKlezmer band

e Sephardicmusicby Brio

» aconcert by Charleston’sown Jewish Chora Society

e acabaret performance, and

» anevening of Gershwinin Charleston, featuring selectionsfrom Porgy and Bess.

Thisyear’sbountiful offeringsare made possible by agenerousgift from the Herzman-Fishman Foundation. A

compl ete schedul e of eventswill be mailed to Society membersin May. JHSSC hasreserved ablock of roomsat the
LaQuintalnn Riverview located immediately acrosstheAshley River a Ripley Point Marina. To receivethe specia
rate of $69 per night (including breakfast), call the Inn at 843.556.5200 and mention the“ Jewish Historical Society.”

JHSSC Board Meeting and Panel

During AWbrld of Jewish Culture at Piccolo Spoleto and in anticipation of the Scholars Conference, JHSSC
will organize adistinguished panel on southern Jewish history and hold aspecia meeting of the board on Sunday, June
4. Society membersal so areinvited to participatein the Piccol o Spol eto performances of Jewish film, theater, and
music, and to stay for the Scholars' Conference.

Scholars Conference on American Jewish History

The College of Charleston’sYaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Program and Jewish Heritage Collection will host the
2006 Biennia Scholars Conference on American Jewish History. Co-sponsored by the American Jewish Historical
Society and theAmerican Jewish Archives, thispremier professional meeting of American Jewish historianspromisesto
be both edifying and fun. To paraphrasethe Levy’srye bread advertisement, you don’t haveto be Jewish or ascholar
tosign up for the Scholars Conference, June 5-7. For moreinformation, call 843.953.5682.

'lll-l-hl-ﬂi::h"nh:l:ﬂl_hl:“lﬂ:l-ﬂ'r
@ ATHDS 'Ammcm JEWISH ARCHIVES
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Scholars’ Conference Schedule

June 5-7, 2006

MONDAY, JUNE 5

8:30am
11:00am

12:30pm

3:00pm

4:45pm

5:00pm

6:30pm

8:00pm

Toursof historic Charlestonled by RhettaMendel sohnand Ruth Miller
Registration and lunch at Arnold Hall, Jewish Studies Center

Roundtable on Regionalism: The Significance of Placein American Jewish Life
PatriciaNelson Limerick, Deborah Dash M oore, John Shelton Reed, Theodore Rosengarten, and
George Sanchez, moderated by William R. Ferris

On Stage

Saly Sims Stokes, TheArt and Craft of Comic Imitation: The Parodiesof Daniel Ottolengui . .. Andrea
Mogt, Selling (and Buying) theAmerican Dream: The Ethicsof AmbitioninAmerican Jewish Culture. ..
Ted Merwin, ‘ Jewface' : Non-Jews Playing Jews onthe American Stage

Taking Careof One'sOwn

AlineVoldoire, ‘ In Need of the Elementsof Civilization': American Reform Judaism, theAlliancelsradlite
Universelle, and the spreading of “ civilization’ intheLevantinthe 1860s. . . AlanM. Kraut & Deborah
A.Kraut, ‘A Power for Healing' : Newark Beth | sragl Hospital and the Jewish Hospital inthe United
States. . . KimVanAlkemade, OrphansTogether: A History of New York’sHebrew Orphan Asylum. ...
Steven Lapidus, Jewish Community Council: The Evolution of SectarianisminaMontrea Organization

Walk to Kaha Kadosh Beth Elohim for evening activities

TheEldridge Street Project

Roundtabl e discussion by Jeffrey Gurock, Annie Polland, Jeffrey Shandler, and Tony Michels, moderated
by Daniel Soyer

Cocktailsand dinner

Gershwin in Charleston: Selectionsfrom Porgy and Bess. Co-sponsored by the City of Charleston’s
Piccolo Spoleto festival and the Jewish Historical Society of South Carolina.

TUESDAY, JUNE 6

7:00am

9:00am

Walk (or run) the new Cooper River Bridge, led by Jeffrey Gurock and NedaNussbaum

Southern Strategies

PamelaDorn Sezgin, ‘ Country Jews : Reconsidering 19"-century Alsatian Jewish Identity inthe
American South ... . Mark K. Bauman, The South to Center-Stage: The Originsof Reform Ideology at
Batimore'sHar Sinai andinAmerica. . . JessicaElfenbein, Uptown and Traditional: A New Takeon
Batimore' sGerman Jewish Community . . . HollaceAvaWeiner, Whistling Dixiewhile Humming Ha-
Tikvah: Acculturation and Activism among the Orthodox in Fort Worth

L anguagesand L andscapes
Adam Mendelsohn, Tongue Ties: Emergence of the English-language Diasporainthe Mid-19" Century . ..
Daniel Kurt Ackermann, Holy Congregation, House of God: KKBE's 1794 Synagogue Reconstructed
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10:45am TheJewish Woman in Americaafter Thirty Years
A discussion onthe state of thefield by JoyceAntler, KarlaGoldman, Mary McCune, and PaulaE.
Hymean, moderated by Beth Wenger. Co-sponsored by the Jewish Women'sArchive.

2:00pm  Jewish Criminals
. RonArons, TheJewsof Sing-Sing . . . RhondaM oskowitz, American Prison: The Forgotten Jews, a
documentary film-in-progress. . . Isabel Vincent, Bodiesand Souls. The Trafficking of Jewish Progtitutesin
theAmericas

City Jews, Country Jews
. Roundtable discussion by Richard M. Gergel, Leonard Rogoff, Jonathan D. Sarna, William Toll, and Lee
Shai Wei ssbach, moderated by Dana Greene

4:00pm  Busrideto Middleton Placefor aplantation tour and asouthern/Jewish feast

PasstheRice’'n Gravy: It’'sShabbosin Charleston
Custom-designed menu, served with commentary by Marcie C. Ferris, JennaWei ssman Josdlit, Joan
Nathan, and kosher caterer Marcie Rosenberg

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7

9:00am Regionalism Redux
. Amy Hill Shevitz, Constructing Community, Constructing Section: Regiona Cultureand Jewish
Community . . . Ellen Eisenberg, Western Jewry during the Period of MassMigration: A Casefor
Regiona Digtinctiveness. . . Eric L. Goldstein, How Southern is Southern Jewish History?

InsdeSory: Writingabout Family

. Joseph Butwin, Tevye on King Street: Charleston and the Trand ation of SholomAleichem. .. Marcus
D. Rosenbaum, Heart of aWife: The Diary of aSouthern Jewish Woman . . . Janice Rothschild
Blumberg, Rabbi Edward B. M. Brownein New York, 1881-1889, and One Voice: Rabbi Jacob M.
Rothschild and the Troubled South

11:00am Seedsof Statehood
. Noam Pianko, From Zionismto Ethical Nationhood: Mordecai Kaplanand Jewish Nationalism. ..
Daniel P Kotzin, The Radical American Zionist: Judah L. MagnesintheYishuv . .. Adam Howard,
Sewing the Seeds of Statehood: American Garment Unionsand the Establishment of the State of Israel

First Person Singular: Wonder sfrom theArchives
. Fieldtrip to the College of Charleston’s Special Collections, Addlestone Library, withMarie Ferrara, Harlan
Greene, and Dale Rosengarten, editors of anew and unabridged edition of Joseph Lyons'sdiary

12:30pm LunchaAddlestoneLibrary

1.30pm  ChangingAmerican Jewish | dentities
David E. Kaufman, American Celebrity and Jewish I dentity: Toward aRecons deration of the Early 1960s
... Michael E. Staub, Israel and the Making of American Jewish Identities. . . MarjorieN. Feld, * SexismIs
asSin’: Feminismand American Jewish Lifeinthe21% Century

3:30pm  Optional afternoontours: Boat rideto Fort Sumter . . . Walking tour of the Coming Street cemetery with Sol

Breibart . . . Jewish Confederate tour with stops at the Phoebe Pember house, theM. C. Mordecal house,
and the Daughtersof Confederacy Museum, led by RhettaMendel sohn and Robert N. Rosen

LT
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Books of Interest

Judaism’s
Encounter with

American Sports
Jeffrey S. Gurock

Onthebasketball court, the
golf green, andtheswimming

pool, sportsand religion
mest—withwhat
consequences? Inthis
highly entertaining book,
Judaism’s Encounter with
American Sports, Jeffrey
Gurock examinesthe
history of sportsinthelives

of American Jewish men and women. Do the secular values

of sportsthreaten religiousidentification and observance?
What do Jews do when asociety—inthiscase, ateam—
“choosesthemin,” but demands commitmentsthat clash
with ancestral tiesand practices?

Gurock’slook at sportsand Judaismfollowshis
congregational history, Orthodoxy in Charleston: Brith
SholomBeth Israel & American Jewish History, which
chronicled thestory of BSBI inlight of national Jewish
history. Inhisnew book, Gurock usesthe experience of
sportstoilluminate animportant mode of modern Jewish
religious conflict and accommodationto America. He
considerstheresponses of Jewish leadersto sports

Dean of Charleston’s
Jewish History Reflects

on his New Book
by Sol Breibart

Explorationsin
Charleston’s Jewish
History waslaunched witha
book signing at theannual
meeting of the JHSSCin
Columbiaandfollowed by
four sgningsin Charleston. |
have been deeply gratified at
the reception that the book
hasreceived.

Thevolumeisa
compilation of writingsbased
on 30 yearsof research,
unified by thecommon theme
of the Jewish experiencein Charleston. Explorations
wastheresult of the energies of many people. The
initial impetuscamefrom Robert N. Rosen, historian,
lawyer, and past president of the JHSSC, who raised
the necessary funds. Financial support also camefrom
the Society, whichwill receivetheroyatiesfromthe
sale of the book.

Jack Bass, aprofessor at the College of Charleston
and theauthor of several workson Southern palitics,

challengestoidentity, such asusing templeand synagogue
centers, completewith gymnas umsand swimming pools, to
attract theathleticaly inclined to Jewishlife. Withinthe
suburban frontiers of post—World War 11 America, sports-

coordinated the project. My wife Sara, whofor years
had urged her reluctant husband to compile hiswritings
for publication, saw to it that the materialswere
assembled.

minded rabbis competed against one another for the
adlegiancesof Jewish athletesand al other Americanized
Jaws. Today, tensionsamong Jewish movementsstill are
played out inthe sportsarena.

Inamostly accepting American society, itiseasy for

Thevolumewasfaithfully edited and arranged by
Harlan Greene, atalented archivist and writer. Hewas
alded by Dale Rosengarten, the dynamic curator of the
Jawish Heritage Collection, and her colleaguesin
Special Collectionsat the College of Charlestonlibrary,

sports-minded Jewsto assimilate and loseregard for Jewish
ties. At the sametime, atolerant Americahasenabled Jews
to succeed in the sportsworld, whilekeeping faithwith
Jewishtraditions. Gurock contributes hisown experiencesas
abasketball player, coach, and marathon runner to makethe
book both anational and apersond history. By using the
metaphor of sports, Judaism's Encounter with American
Foortsunderscoresthe basic religiousdilemmasof our day.

who sel ected and scanned morethan 50 photographs
for useinthepublication.

| hopethese articleswill bring moreattentionto
little known subjects. Each was pursued for my own
enjoyment andintheinterest of preserving our Jewish
heritage. | asowanted to help membersof the Jewish
community better understand, and takepridein, the
Jewish presencein Charlestonfor over 300 years.

Indiana Univer sity Press, 2005, $29.95 TheHistory Press, 2005, $24.99



Matzoh Ball Gumbo

Thisbountiful book by Marcie Cohen Ferris, neighbors, then “bought” thefood back after the holiday.
assistant professor of American Studiesand associate Meat marketsand delicatessens such asZakin’sand
director of the CarolinaCenter Mazo'ssupplied the Jewish

for Jewish Studiesat UNC-
Chapel Hill, marriesfood
history and recipeson atour
of southern Jewish cooking.
Asshetravelsfromthe
Mississippi Ddltato the South
CarolinaLowcountry and
acrossthecenturies, Ferris
describeshow Jews adjusted
their eating habitstotheir new
surroundings. “ At the heart of
thestory,” writeshistorian
DaeRosengarten, “isa
paradox: how cantherebe
such athing assouthern Jewish
cooking when thelaws of
kashrut . . . forbid such staples
of southernkitchensaspork,
shrimp, oysters, and crab?’

community intheheyday of East
Europeanimmigration. Catering
businessesrun by Jewish women
flourished inthe 1940sand 1950s.
Onesuch businesswas
operated by Minnie Weinberg and
Mildred Bernstein, whoserecipe
for schneckenisreprintedinthe
book. South Carolinianswill find
lotsof other familiar namesand
facesin these pages. Ferrismade
ampleuseof ord historiesand
imagesfromthe Collegeof
Charleston’sJewish Heritage
Collection, andinaddition
interviewed such notablesas Jack
Bass, Fred Bernstein, Sol
Breibart, Ruth Bass Jacobs,
Rodyn Furchgott Karesh, Alex,

Inthe Lowcountry, Jewish Lila, and Teri Bernstein Lash,
women adopted patterns of SandraGoldberg Lipton, Cynthia
their middle-class, non-Jewish Kahn Nirenblatt, Peggy
neighbors, servingthesameregional dishes, yet il Kronsberg Pearlstein, Sydney Solomon Richman, Morris
observing Jewish holidaysand in many cases Jewish and Robert Rosen, David and Marcelle Cohan
dietary laws. Somefamiliestrained their African- Rosenberg, Raymond and Sandra L ee Kahn Rosenblum,

American cooksintheintricaterulesof keeping kosher, Marian Birlant Sotin (0.b.m.), DanaBerlin Strange, Anita
particularly during Passover. Ferrisoutlinesthestaggering  Rosen Levine, Kaylene Schoenberg Karesh, and Leona
labor involvedin making Charleston’s Jewish kitchens Gelsmar Stamler.

kosher for theholiday. Familiessterilized dl kitchen

equipment and“ sold” al non-kosher food to their gentile University of North Carolina Press, 2005, $29.95
Nettie Levenson’s Spoonbread
Thisrecipeis adapted from one found in the EllaLevenson  Preheat the oven to 375°. Greasea9x 9inch glass
Schlosburg papersin Special Collections at the Collegeof  baking dish or ceramic casserole.
Charleston library. The recipewaswritten in Yiddish by
Ella’smother, Nettie L evenson, of Bishopville, South Put the gritsin alarge bowl. With a sturdy wooden
Carolina, and translated for the Jewish Heritage Collection  spoon, stir in the butter until melted. Vigorously stir in
by Paul and Jean Birnbaum of Savannah, Georgia. the eggs, then the cornmeal until well blended.
2 cups hot cooked grits Gradually stir inthemilk. Stir in the salt and pepper.
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut up Scrapeinto the prepared baking dish. Bake until firm,
4 large eggs, well beaten puffed, and lightly browned on the surface, about 45
1 cup stone-ground white or yellow cornmeal minutes.
2 cupsmilk
2 teaspoons kosher salt Serve hot.
Y teaspoon freshly ground black pepper Makes 6-8 servings.
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News Notes

Preserving Our Torahs
by Hy Brand, Second Vice-President, JHSSC

Itisour duty to preserveand transmit our holy Torahs
from one generationto another. Weall cherish our Torahs
and we know many Jews have sacrificed themselvesto
savetheir Torah. Torahshold acardina placein Jewish
history and we consider them priceless.

In South Carolinawe have somelarge congregations
that may have an abundance of Torahsand small
congregationswith alimited number of Torahs. American

society isvery mobile. Because of shiftsin population, some
congregationsare closing or considering closing. Oftenthe
Torahsof the closing synagoguesaregiven or soldto larger

congregations.

We should consider doing asurvey and inventory of
Torahsin South Carolina. Ask al congregations: How
many Torahsdo you have? What sizearethey—small,
medium, or large?What istheir condition?Arethey
Torahsrescued from destruction during the Holocaust or
donated to the congregation from asister shul that closed
itsdoors?

Oncewe have collected thisinformation, if wefinda
congregationthat isclosing, we could bein apostionto
suggest anew homefor itsTorahs.

LT

JHSSC Goes Global

by Ann Meddin Hellman

The Jewish Historica Society of South Carolinanow
hasitsown website. At www.j hssc.or g you canfind
information about the Society, copiesof publications, a
listing of upcoming events, aphoto galery, anda
connection to asecure page so that you can pay your
membership duesonline. You can even becomeaPillar
of the Society fromthispage.

Our photo gallery showsimagesof attendeesat
JHSSC meetingsand functions. Someof the peoplein
the pictures have remained nameless. Do you know who
they are? Please click on thewebmaster link at the
bottom of the page and |et me know their names.
| would liketo givethem their moment of fame.

“A Portion of the People”
Now Available Online

A digita verson of themuseumexhibition®A
Portion of the People: Three Hundred Years of
Southern Jewish Life" hasbeen launched onthe World
WideWeb. Thisvisudly exciting project isthe product
of apartnership between theAddlestoneLibrary at the
Collegeof Charleston and University Library at UNC-
Chape Hill.

TheCollegelibrary’s Specid Collectionssupplied
photographs and text to agreat team of web designers
who mounted thesite. Three of four sectionsof the
exhibit arenow up and running @ www.lib.unc.edu/

apop

* First Familiesbeginswith the coming of
Jewish settlersto Carolinain thelate 1600s
and endswith thefounding of the Reformed
Society of Israglitesin 1824.

» ThisHappy L and portrays southern Jewish
religiouslife beforethe Civil War and
culminateswith the Confederate defeat.

» PledgingAllegiance, still under construction,
traces Jewish migration to the South in thefirst
half of the 20" century through World War 11.

» Palmetto Jews, aportfolio of photographs by
Bill Aron, movesthestory into the 21% century.

The Jewish Historical Society of
South Carolina Newsletter

is published twice a year.

Dale Rosengarten.........cocviniiiininnnnnn, Editor
Jecca Hutcheson.................i.n. Copy Editor
Enid Idelsohn.....ccccvvvvuneenn.. Design and Layout

Special thanks to JHC photo archivist Joseph Rubin
and Elizabeth Stephenson for their help.

JHSSC
College of Charleston
Charleston, SC 29424
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Looking Toward the Future:
A Center for Southern Jewish Culture

Building on the successes of the Jewish Heritage America sfirst Hebrew Benevolent Society, first Hebrew
Collection and the Jewish Historical Society of South Orphan Society, first Jew elected to public office, first
Carolina, theYaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Program and effort to reform Judai sm; South Carolina sfirst Ashkenazi
theAddlestone Library proposeto establisha Orthodox congregation and first
Center for Southern Jewish Culture. The Conservative congregation.

Center will promoteteaching, research, and Charleston’sgreat attractions—its

community education on Southern Jewish life, a
fieldinwhich the College has earned nationa
attention and respect. Theresourcesof a
research center will enablethe Collegeto
broadenitscollecting efforts, develop
coursework in Jewish Studies, and providea
public venuefor Southern Jewish history.

JHSSC, together with the Jewish Studies
Program and the Collegelibrary, haslaid the
foundation for the proposed Center. The
success of each ingtitution isapparentinits
accomplishmentsover the past decade. What is
needed now isaheadquartersfor the study of
Southern Jewishlife.

Thenew Center will becomeafocal point

mild winters, historic architecture,
cosmopolitan society, andfine
restaurants—will help makethe new
Center amagnet for research,
scholarly conferences, and group
vigts.

Just asthe curriculum of acollege
makes astrong symbolic statement
for what matters and what does not,
the existence of the Center
recognizes Jewish history not asa
minority religiousinterest, but asa
fieldintegra to the study of
civilization.

The Center will establish two new

Porters Lodge, College of
Charleston, 2005.

for learning that ranges across academic faculty positions: aresearch archivist
disciplines. LiketheAvery Research Center for and ascholar specializingin Southern
African American History and Culture, aCenter for the Jewish studies. With these positions, the College can

Study of Southern Jewish Culturewill significantly increase respond to the escal ating demand for conferences,
the College’ sresearch capabilitiesand boost itsreputationfor  courses, oral history interviews, archival services, and

excellencein higher education. community programming. The Center for Southern Jewish
Charlestonisthe natural placefor aresearch center on Culturewill become an areaof excellenceinthe College's
Southern Jewish culture. Thecity boastsmany “firsts’ in heralded libera artscurriculum.

American Jewish history: the South’sfirst Jewish settlement,

Left: Wolff's
Department Sore,
Allendale, SC,

1913. Courtesy of
Sura Wolff Wengrow.

Right: Cemetery
marker for second
oldest Jewish burial
ground in the state.
Georgetown, SC.
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Our Pillars,
Our Strength

by Martin Perlmutter, JHSSC Executive Director

The Jewish Historical Society of South Carolina
isnow thelargest statewide Jewish organizationin
South Carolina The Society’sstrengthliesinits
members, who have beenthedriving force behind
many of our best initiatives.

For two years, Stanley Farbstein has
spearheaded aproject to survey Jewish cemeteries
acrossthe state. Heand histeam of volunteershave
discovered previoudy unknown gravesitesand
compiled biographica information onthoseburied
there. Through theeffortsof Hy Brand, we hopeto
completean inventory of our state’sTorahs.

In 2005, fundsfrom the Society contributed to
the publication of Sol Breibart’s Explorationsin
Charleston’sJewish History. Last April, JHSSC
membersturned out in drovesto help Beaufort's
Beth |srael celebrateits 100 anniversary, and they
showed up againin Columbiain September for a
spectacular centennia celebration for Beth Shalom.

The Jewish Heritage Collection at the College of
Charleston’sAddlestone Library hasembarked on
two big new projects. Oneeffortinvolvescollecting
photographs, documents, and memoirsinthe
possession of South Caroliniansthat relateto the
Holocaust. Theother isalong-overduemissionto
create aphoto archives—to scan and catal og the
imagery JHC hasbeen collecting for the past ten
yearsand makeit availableonline.

Thework of JHSSC and itsmembershas
focused attention on thelong and significant role that
South CarolinaJewshave playedin building our
nation. Wewill havean unparalleled opportunity to
showcase our history thiscoming June, whenthe
Collegeof Charlestonwill host the Biennial Scholars
Conference on American Jewish History, co-
sponsored by America stwo premiere Jewish
archives: AJHSinNew York and AJA in Cincinnati.

Thegenerosity of our Pillarsmakesal of this
possible. Each Pillar pledgesto giveat least $1,000
ayear for fiveyears, money that hel psto cover our
operating expensesand fund our activities. Please
consider adding your nameto our list of distinguished
supporters. BecomeaPillar and help preservethe
history of South Carolina'sJews.

The Pillars of the Society (2006)
John and Marcie Baker Columbia, SC
DorisBaumgarten Aiken, SC
Norman and Eve Berlinsky Charleston, SC
Bernice (Bunny) Bernstein Mt. Pleasant, SC
Alan Coleman Charleston, SC
Harriette Kraft Ehrlich Jacksonville, FL
Caroleeand Harold Fox Charleston, SC
Meri Gergel Columbia, SC
Richard and Belinda Gergel Columbia, SC
Dr. Mark and Judith Green Charleston, SC
Reuben Greenberg Charleston, SC
Ruth B. Greenberg Florence, SC
Ann and Max Hellman Charleston, SC
Alan and Charlotte Kahn Columbia, SC
Michael Kogan LittleFalls, NJ
Ronald Krancer Villanova, PA
CynthiaJ. Levy Hilton Head, SC
InaRaelLevy Hilton Head, SC
Susan Lourie Columbia, SC
Friedaand Jack Margolies Charleston, SC
Rose Mark Beaufort, SC
Dr. Albert and Robin Mercer Owenshoro, KY
Leon and Karen Ortner Charleston, SC
Susan Pearlstine Park City, UT
Edward and Sandra Poliakoff Columbia, SC
Klyde and Claire Robinson Charleston, SC
Benedict and Brenda Rosen Myrtle Beach, SC
Robert and Susan Rosen Charleston, SC
Jeffrey and Mickey Rosenblum Charleston, SC
Paul and Jayne Siegel Walterboro, SC
Steven and Harriett Steinert Sullivanslisland, SC
Mark C. Tanenbaum Sullivan’slsland, SC
Bernard and Ann Warshaw Walterboro, SC
Jerry and Anita Zucker Charleston, SC
Harvey and Mimi Gleberman, o.b.m.  SpringIsland, SC
Anne Oxler Krancer, 0.b.m. Villanova, PA

Yes, I/we want to become a pillar of the JHSSC.
In doing so, I/we commit to a gift of $5,000
over a period of five years.

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: Fax:

Email:

Check enclosed $ (includes annual membership)
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